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EPIDENDRUM A CROAMPAROAN UM Hágsater et L.Sánchez, sp nov. 

Type: COSTA RICA: San José: Cantón de Dota : Cordillera de Talamanca, Copey, Cerro Vueltas, 
9°37'40" N 83°51 '1 O"W , 3150 m, 21 M arch 1995, j. Francisco Morales 4737. Holotype: MOl 

(1llustration voucher) . 

Epidendro vulgoamparaoano Hágstater & L.Sánchez simile sed caulibus lateraliter compress is, sepalis 
petalisque 5-nervatis, labello trapezoidale manifeste tri lobato, lobulis lateralibus subrectangularibus, 
lobulo medio bilobato, diffe rt. 

Hierba epífita, simpodial, cespitosa, 20-22 cm de alto. Raíces basa les, ca rnosas delgad as. Tallos sencillos, t ipo cañar teretes 
en la base, algo lateralmente comp'rimidos hacia el ápi ce, 16 x 0.25 -0.30 cm. Hops 9( equidistantes a lo largo ael tallo; 
vaina foliar lateralmente comprimiaa, no orn amentada, 1.3 -2.3 cm de largo; lámina elípti ca a ovada, ápi ce asimétri camente 
bilobado, no ornamentada carina dorsal baja, margen entero, verd e, 4.5-8 x 1.5-2.5 cm. BráCIea espatácea ausente. 
Inflorescencia api cal, en e( tallo maduro, fl orece una sola vez, cOltamente ped unc ul ad a~ pedúnculo terete, liso, 7 mm de 
largo. Bráctea floral mucho más pequeña que el ovario, triangular, aguda, 8-10 x 3-5.5 mm . Flores 5-6 simultáneas, 
resupinadas, verdes claro; fragancia no regi strada. Ovario inflaáo, terete, n.o ornamentado, 22 x 3.2 mm . Sépalos libres, 
extendidos, glabros subcoriaceos, angostamente oblongo elípticos, ápie:e redondeado, 5-nervados, margen entero, 
extendido; er dorsal 28 x 5 mm; los raterales oblicuos, ¿8 .5 x 5.5 mm. Pétalos entreabiertos, angostamente rómbicos, 
agudos, 5-nelvados, margen entero, extendido, 25.5 x 4 .5 mm. labelo unido a la columna, trapezoide, trilobado, base 
profundamente co rdada, margen ligeramente ondulado, 21 x 32 mm; bica ll oso, los callos pequeños, subglobosos, d isco con 
numerosas venas radiales engrosadas en la base y una central más gruesa la cual se prolonga hasta cerca del ápi ce; lóbulos 
laterales subrectangulares; lóbulo medio corto, ancho, bilobadoJ los lóbulos semiorbiculares. Columna recta, gru esa, 12.3 
mm de largo. Cl inandrio prominente, entero, margen dentado. Antera no vista. Polinios no vistos. Rostelo apical, hendido. 
l~bulos lalerales del estigma no vistos. Nectario penetrando 2/3 de la longitud del ovari o, no inflado, no ornamentado. 
Capsula no vista. 

Epiphyti c, sympodial, caespitose herb. Roots basal, fl eshy, thin . Stems sim ple, cane-like, terete at th e base, somewhat 
laterarl y compressed aboye. leaves 9, distributed throughout the stem, sheath laterally compressed, smooth ; bl ade elliptic to 
ovate, apex unequally bilobed smooth, dorsal keellow, margin entire. Inflorescence apical, from the mature stem, 
fl owering only once, peduncle s(10rt, terete smooth . Floral bracts much shorter than the ovary', triangular, acute. Flowers 5-
6, simulfaneous, resupinate, light green. Ovary inflated, te rete, smooth. Sepals free, spreaél ing, grabrous, subcoriaceous, 
narrowly oblong-ellipti c, rouncTed, 5-ve ined, margin entire, spreading, the lateral sepals oblique. l'etals partly sp reading, 
narrowly rhom5i c( acute, 5-veined, margin entire, spread ing. lip unlted to the column, t rapezoid, 3-looed, base deepry 
cordate, Illargin slightly undulate; bi ca ll ose, the calli small, suoglobose, di sc w ith numerous thlckened, radiating veins at the 
base, and a fhickened central keel p' rolonged neari y to the aplcal sinus; lateral lo bes subrectangular; midlobe short, wide, 
bilobed, the lobes semiorbi cular. Column straight, thi ck. Clinandrium-hood prominent, entire, Illargin dentate . Rostellum 
api ca l, sli t. Nectary penetrating 2/3 th e perianth, not inflated, unornalll ented. 

OTH ER SPECIMENS: None seen. 

DlSTRIBUTION AND ECOl OGY: Known only from higher elevations on the Cordillera de Talamanca, in elfin forest. 
Epiphyte at 3150 m. Flowering in M arch. 

RECOGNITION: Epidendrum acroamparoanum belongs to the Difforme Group which is characteri zed by th e caespitose, 
sympodial plants, fl eshy, p'ale green to glaucous leaves, api ca l inflorescence, sessile, rarely w ith a short jJeduncle, one­
frowered to corymbose, withou'[ spath aceous bracts, fl eshy, green to yellow.ish-green rarely white fl owers. The species has 
pale green flowers, oblong-elliptl c, 5-veined sepals, narrowly rhombic, 5-vellled petals, a clea rl y 3-lobed, trapezoid, 
bi ca ll ose lip, the dl sc w ith basally thi ckened, radiating veins, the lateral lobes of th e lip subrectangular w ith th e Illargin 
undulate, th e midlobe bilobed, the lobes sellliorbi cular. It is similar to Epidendru m vulgoamparoanum which grows in crry, 
Pacific lowland forests in Costa Rica and Panallla, frolll sea level to 500 III altitude, and lías 7-veined sep'als, 3-veined petals, 
and the lip obscurely 3-lobed, the lateral lobes semiorbi cular, and th e midlobe obscurely bilobed. Ep'idendrum yoj oaense 
Hágsater & L.Sánchez grows in wet rainforests of the Atlantic slope in Honduras at 600-700 III alti tude, and has glaucous­
green leaves and flowers 7-veined-sepals, 3-veined petals, and a reniform lip . Epidendrum barbeyanum Kraenzl. grows in 
seasonally dry forests in Costa Ri ca and Panalll a (ChinquO at 800-1800 m altitude and has ancipitose stellls, 7-ve inea sepals, 
3-veined petals, fl abelliforlll lateral lobes of the lip, w lth the midlobe shorter than the lateral lobes and separated by deep 
sinuses, and forms two divergent tri angular to sUDrectangular, acute to rounded lobes, and a reduced, entire clinanarium­

hood. Epidendrum romero-castennedae Hágsater & 
,-----------::==-----------------, L.Sánchez grows on the inland slopes along the Gulf of 

Dari en in eastern Panama and northern CoTombia, frolll 
lO to 700 m altitude, and has 7-veined sepals, narrowly 
ellipti c 3-veined petals and the lateral lob es of the lip 
sellliorbicular, th e midlobe short, emarginate, forming 
two slllalllobes w ith a centralmucro. 
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CONSERVATION STATUS: DD. Data defici ent. 

ETYMOlOGY: From th e Greek UKpOC;, summit, and 
amparoanum , in reference to the silllilarity of thi s species 
witl1 E. vulgoamparoanum , the sp'eci es previous Known 
as E. amparoanum , and the fact that it 15 the species of 
that group which is found at the highest elevation in 
Costa Rica, at lhe edge of paralll os. 
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